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New innovation counselors receive certificates  

 

MSU Product Center for Agriculture and Natural Resources innovation counselors 
recently received certificates for completing training. Pictured at the East Lansing 
certificate award program are (back row, left to right: Tom Guthrie, Roger Betz, 
Dan Massey and Amy Frankmann; middle row, left to right: Elaine Brown, Warren 
Schauer, Ron Kinnunen, Jim Breinling, Mark Thomas and Chris Peterson; front row, 
right to left: Coleen Boyer, Phil Tocco, Hannah Stevens and George Silva).  
 
This brings the total number of innovation counselors working with the product 
center to 28.  Congratulations to the newst members of the team.  For more 
information about the product center go to: 
http://www.aec.msu.edu/product/index.htm 
 

2004-05 state budget update 
The Michigan House of Representatives gave final approval on Sept. 22 to two 
measures (S.B. 1111-1112) that will phase in the early collection of property taxes 
for counties in lieu of general revenue sharing from the state. The Senate approved 
these bills two weeks ago, but gaining approval was far more difficult in the House. 
The voting board remained open for about four hours and the final vote was 55-52. 
 

Earlier in September, the legislature approved the higher education budget, 
returning to universities part of the money that was cut in the December 2003 
executive order. The state allocation for MSUE and MAES will remain the same as 
in the current budget year.  A 3 percent reduction was originally proposed. 
 

Approval of the property tax measures was the last major step in completing the 
2004-05 state budget. Failure to pass S.B. 1111-1112 would have meant a state 
budget shortfall of $183 million.  



 
The plan for early collection of property taxes was worked out with representatives of the Michigan 
Association of Counties to avoid major reductions in revenue sharing for all units of local government. The 
MSUE State and Local Government AoE team has prepared information that is being shared at CED 
regional meetings concerning the plan for early collection of county property taxes. 
 

2004 ballot issue bulletin 
  

MSU Extension will be publishing a 2004 ballot issue bulletin, as we have for elections since 1980.  
Michigan voters will be voting Nov. 2 on two questions: 
  

Proposal 04-1--Require voter approval of any form of gambling authorized after January 1, 2004. Proposal 
04-2--Specify in the constitution what can be recognized as "marriage or a similar union" 
 

This year Extension's ballot issue bulletin will be distributed only via the Web. The copy should be ready 
within the next two weeks, and a notice of the Web site will be sent out as soon as it is available. For more 
information, please contact Beth Moore at mooree@msue.msu.edu or 517-353-9694. 
 

MSU Extension director search update 
The director search committee met for a third time and has begun the process of screening the candidate 
pool from applications received.  A subcommittee will be conducting telephone interviews with preliminary 
candidates during early October. The full text of the interviews will be available to the committee to help 
narrow the field.  On the basis of these interviews, a smaller pool of candidates will be selected to come to 
campus for a face-to-face interview in late October. 
 

New professional organization for Extension staff members 
 

The National Association of Community Development Extension Professionals (NACDEP) is dedicated to 
improving the visibility, coordination, professional status and resource base of community and economic 
development Extension programs and professionals.  
 

Staff members can be involved in many activities and provide input about how NACDEP can be useful to 
Extension professionals. NACDEP is designed to help those who deliver programming and do research 
acquire and maintain the financial, political, technical and organizational resources needed to make their 
community resources and economic development programs and projects successful.  
 

For more information, go to: http://srdc.msstate.edu/nacdep/brochure.pdf. 
 

Teens wanted for 4-H Youth Conservation Council 
 

Teens interested in addressing conservation issues can apply to join the Michigan 4-H Youth Conservation 
Council (M4-HYCC). The M4-HYCC is a statewide teen leadership opportunity for 25 youth between the 
ages of 13 and 19. The application deadline for the ‘04-‘05 team has been extended until Oct. 1.  
 

As a team, the council selects a conservation issue, researches the topic and develops oral and written 
presentations. The council then has the opportunity to make recommendations to one of the standing 
committees of the state Senate or House of Representatives that handles issues pertaining to natural 
resources and the environment. 
 
 

Core competencies update 
A team of dedicated Extension staff members has been working to revamp and update the core 
competencies.  The 10 core competencies as identified by this group are Professionalism and Career 
Development; Communication Skills; Education and Information Technology; Program Planning and 
Development; Program Implementation/Delivery; Applied Research, Evaluation and Reporting; Facilitative 
Leadership; Diversity and Multiculturalism; Marketing and Quality Service; and External Linkages. Team 
members are reevaluating the resources available to support each of these core competencies and 
identifying new research and information that can be added to the resource library.  All Extension staff 
members are invited to use the resource library in 11 Agriculture Hall to increase and enhance their skills 
and knowledge in these core competency areas. 

The C-Cap program, a method for assessing an individual’s strengths in each of the 10 areas is also being 
evaluated.  Using information from other states’ Extension Services, the team is looking at other methods 
for self-assessment and determining how this can be accomplished using new technologies. 



   
 

Solomon to serve as the statewide contact for water quantity issues 
 

Dean Solomon, district natural resources agent for southwestern Michigan, and coordinator of the Kellogg 
Biological Station Land and Water program, has been named by Director Bethel to serve as the principal 
statewide contact to help organize Extension's water quantity issues education programs.  This is a 
temporary, focused effort to respond to increased concern about Great Lakes water diversions, large water 
withdrawals and other water quantity issues.   
 

New pending regional agreements and proposed Michigan legislation seek to address these concerns.  
Michigan residents are looking to MSUE for help in understanding the issues and impacts of new proposed 
policies on agricultural producers, businesses, communities and ecosystems.  Solomon will help bring 
together Extension AoE teams with interests in water, campus researchers and key agency partners to 
provide a coordinated response and related educational programs.    
 

Program leader named for Food Stamp Nutrition and Expanded Food and 
Nutrition Education programs 
Karen Martin will join the campus Extension Family and Consumer Sciences team Oct. 1 as program leader 
for the Food Stamp Nutrition Education and Expanded Food and Nutrition Education programs. Since 
joining MSUE in 1994, she has served as an Extension educator in Ingham County, providing leadership to 
the Expanded Food and Nutrition Education and Food Stamp Nutrition Education programs there.  
 

She also has experience with the Ingham County Health Department and the Kellogg Company. A graduate 
of Louisiana State University, Martin also holds a master’s degree in human nutrition from MSU. She is also 
a graduate of the NCR NELD Program.   
   
 

 

New CANR department chairs  
Karen Plaut has agreed to lead the Department of Animal Science in the MSU College of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources. Her appointment as department chairperson becomes effective Jan. 1, 2005, pending 
approval by the MSU Board of Trustees, President McPherson and Provost and President-Designate Lou 
Anna Simon.   

She will succeed Margaret Benson, who has served as acting chairperson for the past two years, and 
Maynard Hogberg, who served as chairperson from 1984 to 2002.  

Plaut comes to MSU from the University of Vermont, where she is the chairperson of the Department of 
Animal Science and a professor of animal science as well as a professor of pathology in the College of 
Medicine. She also serves as associate director of the Vermont Space Grant Consortium.  

 
Richard W. Merritt, professor of entomology, was named chairperson of the Department of Entomology as 
of July 1.  
 

Merritt had been interim chair of the department since June 2002.  
 

A respected researcher and educator, Merritt has been a full professor at MSU since l984, with a shared 
appointment in the departments of Entomology and Fisheries and Wildlife.  His research focuses on the 
biology and ecology of aquatic and semiaquatic insects, especially diptera (flies).  He is also interested in 
forensic entomology and assists police departments with crime scene investigations involving insects. 

 
Sue Selke was named interim chairperson of the School of Packaging. She replaces Bruce Harte, who has 
chaired the school since 1993. Harte has returned to his faculty position to continue teaching and research 
programs in the School of Packaging. Selke has been a member of the packaging faculty since 1984. 



 

 
Gale Strasburg was named interim chairperson of the Department of Food Science and Human Nutrition 
(FSHN), effective Aug. 1. He replaced Mark Uebersax, who had been department chairperson since January 
1995. Uebersax will return to his faculty position to continue teaching and research in fruit and vegetable 
processing and quality. Strasburg has been a member of the FSHN faculty since July 1988.  
  

Upcoming Events: 
 

Fall Extension Conference update 
 

Fall Extension conference, “Partnerships for Advancing Knowledge and Transforming Lives,” is right around 
the corner. By now you surely have October 12-14 marked off for this important opportunity to network 
with colleagues and partners, learn about new opportunities and get your batteries charged for the coming 
year.  
 

You'll find the easy online registration form on the very front of MSUE's internal home Web site. See you at 
Kellogg Center in October! 
 
A few staff members have asked about scholarships for annual conference. In the past, some annual 
conference committees offered scholarships out of the annual conference budget. This year's committee 
decided to cut the registration fee to the bare minimum and hope that this helps everyone rather than 
offer scholarships. 
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