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Director’s update

Fairs, field days and demonstration tours are attracting visitors
all around the state this summer and | am looking forward to
the opportunity to attend many of these events as they
showcase the partnerships that Extension has with community
leaders and partners. It is important that we all continue to
cultivate and strengthen relationships we have in communities

Our Mission through programs, councils and other activities. In addition
Michigan State University local decision makers and legislators need to be informed
Extension helps people about the impacts of Extension programs and research within
improve their lives through their districts.

an educational process that

applies knowledge to critical As many know, the legislature is still working to complete their
Issues, needs and version of the FY 05-06 budget and still need to work out differences with the
opportunities. Governor’s budget. We are fortunate that both Houses have proposed budgets that

In This Issue restore state funding for MSUE and MAES at last year’s level, yet other budget lines

that affect the families, communities, and industries we serve are being reduced. Staff
members need to be mindful of these situations and continue working with local

supporters to ensure that legislators are reassured about their decisions concerning
o Citizen Planner receives MSUE and MAES.
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e Director’s update

With the continuing structural deficit in the Michigan budget and the frequent turnover
of legislators in the era of term limits, we need to embrace the fact that we will
continually be challenged to educate and inform decision makers about the roles that
e Reminders and updates MSUE and MAES play in Michigan’s communities, families and agriculture- and natural
resource-based industries.

e Lessard honored regional
cooperation award
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» Upcoming events In addition to the innovative and important programming being delivered in counties, |
know that many of the AoE teams are gearing up for another round of new programs
and that many AoE’s have new co-chairs. | would like to thank the outgoing chairs for
the outstanding work they have done and | would like to congratulate and thank the
new co-chairs for taking on this responsibility. | look forward to working with you.

We are developing a process to identify the broad programmatic goals that will guide
the research agenda for MAES and the educational programming for MSUE over the

next five years. The process will involve a systematic and broad effort to engage the
people of Michigan in identifying the future focal areas for MSUE and MAES programs.

These focal areas will feed into the framework for the federal (USDA) plan of work for
both organizations. This year we will be submitting one plan of work for MSUE and
MAES rather than separate plans for each organization. The issue identification
process will also guide state-level allocation decisions regarding research priorities and
program development and support. Issue identification at the county level is a critical
factor in assuring the delivery of relevant research-based educational programming
that addresses local concerns and will be a key part of the process.



Citizen Planner Program receives Kellogg Foundation grant to launch online program
and Junior Citizen Planner

The W.K. Kellogg Foundation has announced a one-year, $199,000 grant to Michigan State University (MSU) to
expand the reach of the MSU Extension Citizen Planner program for local planning officials and youth-based
groups.

The investment will fund the conversion of Citizen Planner to an online learning format. The flexibility of an online
format will increase access of Michigan land use decision makers to the latest training, information and resources.

In addition, the grant will provide resources to launch the Junior Citizen Planner program, which involves a
partnership between MSU Extension's Citizen Planner program and Michigan 4-H Youth Development. The Junior
Citizen Planner program focuses on developing young people’s land use decision-making skills.

“We have done great work in educating modest numbers of local planning officials for the past five years,” said
Wayne Beyea, Citizen Planner coordinator. “We’ll now have two great new tools for reaching busy professionals
and elementary school children who can benefit from land education and training.”

The Junior Citizen Planner curriculum targets youth in the classroom and 4-H club settings, the activities can be
used with other youth programs, such as summer camps or scouts. The lesson plans, which meet Michigan
educational standards for third — fifth grades, are also appropriate for sixth - eighth grades. Subject areas
covered in the lesson plans include social studies, civics and community, geography, land use planning,
environmental science and land use technology. Activities are hands-on, such as holding a mock public hearing,
conducting a neighborhood survey and discovering how a community has developed.

“Anyone can do this with any group of kids,” says Kendra Wills, Land Use educator, Kent County MSU Extension.
“We’ve made it as easy as possible for youth educators to use. Everything is downloadable from the Web site, and
we’ve included the amount of time it would take to complete each lesson plan.”

The new Citizen Planner online course will provide local community leaders, most of whom are volunteers, with an
understanding of the state legal planning and zoning framework, knowledge of practices for planned growth and
development, and training in leadership and communication skills. Currently, module one of the classroom-based
program (Introduction to Planning and Zoning) is available online. The remaining online modules will be available
by 2006.

“Funding Citizen Planner online helps to establish a sustainable infrastructure for land use policy changes for
implementing effective land use solutions in Michigan,” said Soji Adelaja, John A. Hannah Professor in Land Policy
and director of the MSU Land Policy Program. “MSU will now be able to intensify its land use outreach and have a
positive impact on local communities and organizations across the state.”

To find out more, download the Junior Citizen Planner materials or register for the Citizen Planner online course
visit the Citizen Planner Web site at



Lessard honored with regional cooperation award

MSUE Human Resources administrator and former
Ingham County MSU director Joe Lessard received
the Individual Excellence in Regional Cooperation
award from the the Regional Economic
Development Team, Inc. (The RED Team), a
nonprofit corporation working to improve the
economic well-being for Eaton, Ingham and
Clinton counties.

During his years of service as the Ingham County
Extension director, Lessard participated in the RED
Team as a representative of MSUE and Ingham
County. He has assured a continued relationship
between the RED Team and the regional MSUE
network and has championed efforts to improve
and expand regional economic development
efforts.

Excellence in Regional Cooperation award from the the Beyond his efforts with the RED Team, Lessard
Regional Economic Development (RED) Team, Inc. by Rich  has initiated and supported a variety of creative
Trent, RED Team President and Watertown Charter partnerships between the MSUE and other
Township planning director (right), and Paula D. regional agencies. For example, he brought
Cunningham, President of Lansing Community College. together more than fifty people and organizations

to develop a protection program to protect and
enhance the Red Cedar river watershed.

Reminders and updates

PREF Update

PREF statewide training is concluding in July. There have been 14 regional and on-campus PREF training sessions
since PREF was launched in October 2004 and additional AoE team meetings. If you have not yet registered for a
PREF training session, please check the PREF Web site for upcoming dates. PREF will be implemented
organization-wide beginning July 1.

Glassbrook FFA Endowment Grant Opportunity

Applications are now being accepted for the Glassbrook FFA Endowment 2005 grant cycle. Grants between $500
and $5,000 will be awarded to programs that promote agriculture and natural resources literacy for Michigan
students in grades K-12. The programs submitted do not need to be traditional school programs and do not need
to focus on the entire grade-span.

Please go to http://www.michiganffa.com/foundation/glassbrook/2005_glassbrook_application.pdf for a PDF of
the request for proposals. If you have questions or need more information, please contact the FFA Foundation
office at . Grant applications must be postmarked by July 8. E-mail and
faxes will be accepted.

MSU Travel Voucher Reminder
MSU Extension has recently undergone an audit by MSU Internal Audit. One of the findings concerned MSU travel
vouchers. In some cases, supporting documentation was not in compliance with the MSU Manual of Business



Procedures. Please take a moment to read these notes, and you may want to bookmark the Web sites listed
below.

1. The pre-authorization form is to be signed by the person administratively senior to the traveler prior to the
travel, and this form is to be maintained in the office with the voucher when submitted with expenses.
2. Mileage reimbursement:
a. Sufficient detail documented on voucher to support reimbursed mileage.
b. Personal car mileage taken from MapQuest or Tripmaker assumes travel to the center of the
destination city. A separate line item for “Vicinity” travel should be filled out, if necessary.
c. To expedite processing of your travel voucher, print off a copy of the MapQuest or Tripmaker page and
send it with your voucher.
3. If claiming travel for a conference or seminar, include a copy of the program schedule. This helps determine
whether meals were part of the registration fee for faster processing.

These and other tips may be found on the Controller’s web site under “Travel Office.” See: In
addition, there is a handy Reimbursement Chart located at:

Please feel free to contact your regional office, Annette Tijerina or Terri Weller if you have specific questions or
trouble with MSU policies or forms.

July 14 is deadline for updating the FARA System for the new Faculty and Staff
Directory

July 14 is the deadline for updating both business and home addresses in the online Faculty, Staff and Retiree
Address (FSRA) System before data is pulled for the printed version of the 2005-2006 Faculty/Staff Directory.
Please remember to update this information.

New site for FSRA: The site has been given a more 'user friendly' name. Address administrators will want to use
the update link but all staff should be encouraged to use the inquiry link for the most current information
available. For inquiry: . For update:

For questions regarding the printed directory, please contact Karen Tindall at 5-4521 or

|
Correction

Mary Ann Heidemann is now the Extension Director for Arenac County not Presque Isle County.

. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
Upcoming events:

Ag Expo

Help MSU celebrate its sesquicentennial (150th) anniversary this summer during the 26th Ag Expo, July 19-21a
on-campus at the corner of Farm Lane and Mt. Hope Road. The 2005 event promises to be jam-packed with
informative exhibits, hands-on displays and interesting demonstrations.

At the Ag Expo site, visitors can meet MSU educators from agronomists and agricultural engineers to foresters,
veterinarians and animal scientists. They will be on hand to discuss their work and share information on various
aspects of farm business management and production, new Michigan Agricultural Experiment Station research
information and MSU Extension programs.

Ag Expo features commercial farm equipment from throughout the Midwest and several Canadian provinces on



the 35-acre main exhibition site and the 40-acre field demonstration area.

New exhibits include a toy tractor and crafts show and the celebration of the completion of the Michigan state
soils map. Visitors perusing the grounds will be treated to the sights of dozens of antique tractors from the All
Color Tractor Club as well as the Leslie Tractor Club Antique and Garden Tractor Pull.

The event runs from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. July 19, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. July 20 and from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. July 21.
Admission to the grounds and parking at are free.

For more information about Ag Expo, call 1-800-366-7055 or visit

Field Days and Special Events

Grand Opening of the Ernie and Mabel Rogers Research Reserve

The Rogers Reserve, donated to Michigan State University by Ernie and Mabel Rogers, is a 116-acre property
consisting of farm, forest and wetland environments in Jackson County. It will be used for research and teaching
and will specialize in research on nut trees with commercial and ecological roles that are practical for small-farm
alternative agriculture. The Grand Opening of the Ernie and Mabel Rogers Research Reserve will be July 12 from
4-7 p.m. The reserve is located at 8072 S. Jackson Road, Jackson, Michigan.

Michigan State University Muck Farm Field Day

MSU Muck Research Farm near Bath, Mich., will hold a field day Aug. 4. The program will begin with a welcome at
4 p.m., followed by a field tour, catered meal and a second field tour. For additional details, contact Darryl
Warncke at (517) 355-0271, ext. 1270

Michigan Nursery and Landscape Association 2005 Summer Field Day

The Michigan Nursery and Landscape Association 2005 Summer Field Day is August 17 from 9 a.m.—3 p.m. It will
be held at the MSU Horticulture Teaching and Research Center. For more information go to:
http://www.mnla.org/

Saginaw Valley Bean and Beet Research Farm Annual Field Day

The Saginaw Valley Bean and Beet Research Farm Annual Field Day is August 30 from 9 a.m. — noon. Registration
begins at 8:30 a.m. Lunch is included. For more information go to:
http://www.maes.msu.edu/ressta/saginawvalley/.

MSUE Annual Conference 2005

Mark your calendars for the 2005 fall MSUE conference -- Oct. 11-12. A lot of learning, sharing, fun and
fellowship will be packed into just two days at Kellogg Center. AoE teams have been offered the opportunity to
meet on site Oct. 13.

If you have, questions contact Sandi Bauer at or (517) 353-3175 ext. 217.
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